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Fertilizer sack
Hessian
20th century
Romillé

TOWARDS A DIFFERENT AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

3615 RENNES

What is particularly rare about this scalloped shaving bowl is its oblong shape. The 
different hallmarks are proof of its high quality, especially that of the master goldsmith 
with the initials F and G separated by an ermine and a fleur-de-lys. The coat of arms 
that we can see was most probably added later. This scalloped basin was used with 
a jug of hot water for shaving. It is a recent acquisition that is now part of a collection 
of personal hygiene objects: a small candlestick made by the goldsmith Jean Grégoire 
(1681-1683) and a soap ball created by the goldsmith Didier Farge in St Malo (1732). 

As a lot of common objects in precious metals have been melted down or have disappeared, 
they have become all the more priceless. They are physical witnesses of the everyday 
life of influential families during the Ancien Régime.

The Breton club
Oil on marouflaged canvas 
on cardboard
1792-1793

With its big stitches, its writing and its 
stencil-printed picture showing from 
where it came (Alsace), this fertilizer sack 
(potash) has its place among the landmark 
objects of the Museum of Brittany.

It was used in a farm in Romillé (Ille et 
Vilaine area) and bears witness to the 
radical changes agriculture underwent 
in the post-war years. Indeed, Brittany 
gradually evolved from family-run farms to 
a more intensive agricultural model. These 
changes were accompanied by profound 
sociological changes. It signalled the end 
of small farms and the birth of the farming 
industry. Today, this economic model is 
at the heart of many a debate linked to 
ecology and employment.

With its cube shape and its brown-
beige colour combination, Minitel 
is the epitome of 1980-90’s design 
and technology. It was created by 
CCETT (Common Study Centre of 
Broadcasting and Telecommunication) 
engineers in Rennes and put on the 
market in 1982. This put Rennes on 
the telecommunications map. The idea 
behind this invention was to computerize 
France, but it was first and foremost a 
simple electronic telephone directory 
for use in all households. Other services 
(some in shades of grey!) contributed 
to making it profitable. In its heyday, “The little French box” provided up to 90 million 
hours of connections per year but the arrival of internet signed its fate. With 420 000 
still using it, Minitel was laid to rest at a special party called “Push the Red Button” on 
June 30th 2012 at 11.59pm.

* 3615 was the Minitel equivalent of www

HYGIENE IN A SILVER BOWL BRETONS AT THE HEART OF THE REVOLUTION

You will notice that on top of this 
painting there is an authentic 
Phrygian cap complete with its 
French Revolution rosette. Here 
we have a portrayal of a sans-
culottes* and the Revolutionary 
activist Anne–Joseph Théroigne 
de Méricourt. They are in front 
of the “Breton Club” with 
Versailles in the Background. 
A handwritten letter attached to 
the back of the painting provides 
us with interesting information: 
from April 1789 onwards, the 
parliamentarians from the Breton 
Third State got together at the Café Armaury in Versailles. As time went by, famous 
revolutionaries like Robespierre and Mirabeau came to swell their ranks. This painting 
underlines the crucial role of the Breton parliamentarians in the French Revolution. They 
were probably the first French political party.

*Sans-culottes was the name given to the peasant and working class French revolutionaries

Minitel
Telic Alcatel
1984
Strasbourg (Bas-Rhin area)

QUEEN OF FRANCE AND DUCHESS 
OF BRITTANY
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THE FIRST «BRETONS»

Made from a block of granite with rough grain quartz, this Sarcophagus, or “Tomb of 
Saint Budac”, was found in a canonry in Dol-de- Bretagne. It has been used as a trough, 
a reservoir for rain water and at the beginning of the 21st century it was even used as 
a public washing place. It conjures up the stone, manger-like boats which, according to 
local legend, enabled the Breton saints to cross the English Channel. According to the 
same legend, Budoc was brought up by his grandfather, King Even, in a monastery in 
Ireland where his days were devoted to worshipping God. Those around him encouraged 
him to become an Archbishop, but in order to flee this unwanted attention, Budoc decided 
to cross the Channel. As he didn’t have a boat, he lay down in this great stone trough 
and ended up on the Armorica coast; he created the first university-monastery there.

Sarcophagus 
or Tomb of Saint Budac
Granite
5-8th century
Dol-de-Bretagne

Gold coin of Anne of Brittany 
called a “Cadière” 

Based on a drawing by Jean
Bourdichon

1498
Nantes

Shaving bowl

François Grégoire, master goldsmith
Repoussé silver, chiselled effect, engraved
circa 1709 
Rennes
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IN THE MUSEUM COLLECTION
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On this gold coin, Anne of 
Brittany is sitting in majesty 

on a thrown called a cadière 
(cathedra). Her shoulders are 

covered by a cloak dotted with 
ermine and fleur-de-lys. She has a 

sceptre in one hand, a sword in the other 
and her head is crowned. When Anne’s husband, 

King Charles VIII of France, died in 1498, Anne became a duchess again. One of her 
first measures was to mint a coin to affirm her authority over the duchy. The Latin 
inscription around the edge of the coin: “Anne, by the grace of God, the Queen of France 
and Duchess of Brittany”, is proof of this.

This honour was only reserved for kings!

a.clarke
Note
Marked définie par a.clarke

a.clarke
Note
Unmarked définie par a.clarke
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L’affaire 
Dreyfus

11 2 3

3
Statue of a Warrior

Bronze
1st century BC to 1st century AD
La Bouëxière 

A WARRIOR BETWEEN TWO WORLDS

Bangles

Gold
Late Bronze Age (1300-800 BC)
Pommerit-Le-Vicomte (Côtes d’Armor area)

It is difficult to know where this naked little 
warrior comes from with his shield and his 
human-shaped stick, his translucent eyes 
and his unusual features. This bronze statue 
was discovered in 1934 on an embankment 
in La Bouëxière (Ille et Vilaine area). It was 
shown in the journal Ouest Éclair in 1935 
and was the source of great debate in 
the Rennes scientific community. Indeed, 
although the shield and the sandals are 
redolent of the Gallo-Roman era, the 
hairstyle, the face and the nakedness 
are more typical of the Celtic style. Above 
all, what we can see here is a meeting of 
two artistic movements.

Polished axe
Diabase
Neolithic times
Lower Brittany

AN EMBLEMATIC OBJECT FROM 
PREHISTORIC TIMES

EXHIBITION TOUR METALLURGIC ART

These three pairs of gold bangles were discovered in Pommerit-Le-Vicomte in 2007. 
Four of them look like they are made of ribbons with 5 or 6 grooves, the two others are 
made from a circular rod doubled back on itself then widened at the ends.

Although the museum often receives donations in bronze, objects in gold are rare. 
Along with heavy tools and weapons, this discovery bears witness to metallurgic art 
and the production of accessories in the Late Bronze Age. The Côtes d’Armor was at 
that time an enormous exchange centre; this enabled the population to make it into a 
prosperous and dynamic area.

With its wooden handle, the polished axe was an efficient tool to cut down trees. When 
it is perforated it can be worn as a pendant. It was sometimes a prestigious tool that 
changed hands but, above all, it is the symbol of an evolving society. The Neolithic era 
is characterised by the gradual sedentariness of human groups, the birth of agriculture 
and with it, more efficient tools. Polishing also became commonplace.

Made from a fragment of the characteristic rock diabase, these axes are also synonymous 
with the stone quarries which existed in the region for 2000 years. For all of these 
reasons, the polished axe is, without a doubt, one of the most emblematic objects of 
Prehistoric times.

Polished axe

Bangles

Statue of a warrior

Sarcophagus or The Tomb of Saint Budoc

Gold coin of Anne of Brittany called a Cadière
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Even though the museum has a remarkable collection of rare 

and aesthetic pieces, it also strives to bring together objects 

which are physical witnesses of the social, technical, cultural 

and societal evolution of a given community.

These landmark objects will steer, illuminate and guide your 

journey as you discover the history of Brittany and the Breton 

people, from Prehistoric times to today.

LANDMARK OBJECTS
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To complete your visit at the Museum of Brittany, we offer guided 
tours with special themes on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays at 5pm.

If you have the Guidigo app, you can access the tours directly via your 
smartphone (IOS and Android).

Musée de Bretagne - Les Champs Libres
10 cours des Alliés - 35000 Rennes

Phone: 02.23.40.66.00

Find out what’s on at the museum by visiting our site
www.musee-bretagne.fr

#MuseeBZH

« 
« 

“A food can says more about a culture than the most precious 
jewel, or the rarest of stamps. Thus, we should not be afraid 
to collect the humblest and most trivial things.  By rummaging 
through the trash we can recreate a society..

 Marcel Mauss, anthropologist

Order of the visit

Neolithic Era (5000 - 2500 BC)

The Bronze Age (2500-600 BC) 

The Iron Age (600-57 BC)

The Middle Ages (5th-15th century)

The Ancien Régime (16th-18th century)

The French Revolution (1789-1800)

Brittany from the 19th-20th century

Brittany Today (1950-21st century)

Photos courtesy of the Museum of Brittany, A. Amet
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Texte surligné 
supprimer cette phrase car il n'y a pas de visite en anglais proposées régulièrement par les médiateur du musée




